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ject of the changes was to add materially to
the number of efficients. Eleven years had
to be spent in the reserve, seven in the ter-
ritorial army and seven more in the terri-
torial reserve. At the outbreak of the World
War France had a total force of about 703,-
000 in arms, and nearly 5,000,000 trained
men of military age. It is supposed that
considerably more than this number were
called to the colors during- the war. French
troops, though they are rather small in
stature, are capable of great activity and en-
durance, and are noted for the impetuosity
of their attack as well as for the heroism of
their resistance.

Italy. Universal liability to military serv-
ice prevails in Italy, which maintains a per-
manent army of 400,000 in time of peace.
In order to strengthen the sentiment of na-
tional unity each regiment receives recruits
from all over the country, instead of from a
particular section, and every four years the
troops change stations. Italy's war strength
is over 3,000,000 men.

Russia. At the outbreak of the World
War Russia maintained the largest standing
army in the world, consisting of about 1,-
300,000 men in arms and a reserve force of
perhaps 6,000,000. The country could draw
on, it was believed, 10,000,000 men. After
the revolution of 1917 disintegration began,
and when peace was made with Germany, in
1918, the old army was demobilized. The
leaders of the Bolsheviki, however, main-
tained an army for the defense of the revolu-
tion, and by 1922 it was said to number
600,000 men.

Germany. Compulsory military service
prevailed throughout the empire after the
constitution of 1871 went into effect, and in
the intervening time Germany created a
military machine unmatched in history. The
total strength of the army in peace times was
770,000, but Germany always had at com-
mand a great body of trained fighters, num-
bering nearly 8,000,000. Each male had to
serve two or three years in the standing
army, and the rest of a period of seven years
in the reserves. At the end of this period he
was drafted into the landweJir. When lie
was thirty-nine he entered the land-strum,
where he stayed until he was forty-five. This
body was made up of those who could be
called upon in case of an emergency, and it
included both, the graduates of the landwehr
and the younger men who for any reason had

been excused from military service. Actual
training ordinarily began at twenty, but if
deemed necessary lads of seventeen could be
called into service. After the signing of the
armistice the allies insisted on Germany's
keeping under arms only enough men to pre-
serve order. The treaty with the Republic of
Germany limited the army to 100,000 men,
excluding officers.

Other Nations. Most of the other na-
tions of Europe, many of the South Ameri-
can republics and Japan follow the system
of compulsory military service, and Japan
has one of the most efficient armies in the
world. A force of 1,000,000 trained fight-
ers could be mobilized on short notice, and
if necessary the nation could raise an army
of over 3,000,000. The Japanese army sys-
tem follows more or less closely the German
plan of organization.

Disarmament. The delegates to the Peace
Conference which met in Paris early in 1919
began the consideration of a plan whereby
national armaments might be greatly re-
duced. Nothing was then accomplished, but
the conference for the limitation of arma-
ments, called by President Harding, in Wash-
ington November 11, 1921 resulted in treaties
between the great powers, limiting the size
of their navies.
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